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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00454 281530Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO IO-13 DHA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 EUR-12 /081 W 

281559Z 009918/53 

O P 281515Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5877 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAPE TOWN 0454 

FOR BALTIMORE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, SF 
SUB J : STEVE BIKO TRIAL 

REF: CAPE TOWN 448 

WILFRED COOPER TOLD CONGENOFF TODAY THAT ESSENCE OF CHARGE 
AGAINST BIKO IS THAT HE "PERSONALLY AND/OR THROUGH AGENTS" 
SUBORNED CERTAIN WITNESSES IN TRIAL HELD FEBRUARY 14 IN 
GRAHAMSTOWN TO ALTER TESTIMONY WHICH THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY 
GIVEN TO POLICE THAT TRIAL INVOLVED CHARGES UNDER 
TERRORISM ACT IN CONNECTION WITH BURNING OF A SCHOOL IN 
KING WILLIMS TOWN. CERTAIN STUDENTS WHO APPEARED AS STATE 
WITNESSES TESTIFIED THAT THEIR EARLIER STATEMENTS TO 
POLICE HAD BEEN EXTRACTED BY FORCE. IT IS THESE WITNESSES 
BIKO IS ACCUSED OF SUBORNING. COOPER SAID OFFICIAL CHARGE 
SHEET LIKELY TO BE SO MODIFIED THAT LITTLE PURPOSE WOULD 
BE SERVED IN SUING EXISTING ONE. HE WILL PROVIDE COPY OF 
NEW CHANRGE SHEET TO YOU WHEN YOU SEE HIM IN EAST LONDON. 
BOWDLER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 05-1 1 1 6 

Format: TEL 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 7/aaaaaodf. tel 

Line Count: 47 
Litigation Code IDs: 
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Message ID: 01ea39b1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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